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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an antiprotozoal 
agent useful for preventing and treating African sleeping 
sickness and trypanosomiasis of an domestic animal 
caused by trypanosome as a pathogen, comprising a 
specific antibiotic or a prescribed compound having 
antitumor activity, etc., as active ingredient. 
SOLUTION: This antiprotozoal agent comprises an 
isoprenoid-based ascochlorin of formula I [R1 is CHO or 
COOH; R2 is H or (CnH2n)-R' [(n) is 1-5; R' is H, a 
group of the formula, COOR" (R" is H or a 1-3C alkyl) 
or COR"' (R"' is pyridyl, a 1-3C substituted amino, a 
phenylalkyl containing a halogen at its nucleus) replaced 
with any one of (n) carbon atoms]], its derivative, 
ascofuranone of formula II or its derivative as active 
ingredient. The compounds of formula I and formula II kill 
protozoan trypanosome with an extremely low 
concentration. A dosage of the medicine, for example, is 
0.1 -3mg per kg weight per day in the case of an 
injection, 10-1,000mg in the case of an oral 
administration and 1.0-2.0mg in the case of a suppository 
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